
Probate and Administration of Estate Fees 

The following fee information gives an indication of our fees.  However, each matter is 

different and when you contact us we will provide you with a written quote specific to your 

requirements.  

To discuss your specific probate and estate administration requirements, please contact us: 

Telephone: 020 8819 5899 

Email: admin@rextonlaw.co.uk 

The following prices relate only to estates where all assets are located in the UK and where 

there are no contested issues. In relation to such cases, our hourly rate of £200 per hour 

plus VAT will apply.  

These costs relate to estates where there is a valid will.  If you wish to determine whether or 

not the Estate concerned is subject to inheritance tax, please visit the HMRC website: 

https://www.gov.uk/inheritance-tax.  Please note that in an estate where inheritance tax is 

payable, before a Grant of Probate can issue, at least part of the inheritance tax will need to 

be paid and in some cases all the tax due. As with funeral expenses, inheritance tax can 

often be paid from a deceased person’s assets, e.g. their bank account.  However, please 

note that Executors are responsible for the payment of that tax. 

The following estimates anticipate a reasonable level of communication during the process 

and, in circumstances where that is exceeded; additional charges are likely to be applied, 

although you will be notified prior to any such charges being applied. 

Circumstances where additional charges may be incurred are also set out below.  Please 

note that Executors of an estate are normally entitled to a reimbursement of all legal costs 

and related expenses involved. 

Applying for the Grant, Collecting and Distributing the Assets 

We anticipate this will take between 10 and 20 hours work at £200 per hour. Total hourly 

costs estimated at £2,000.00 - £4,000.00 plus VAT.  

The exact cost will depend on the individual circumstances of the matter.  For example, if 

there is one beneficiary and no property, costs will be at the lower end of the range. If there 

are multiple beneficiaries, a property and multiple bank accounts, costs will be at the higher 
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end. This quote is based on a gross estate value of £350,000.00.  We will handle the full 

process for you.  This quote is for estates where:  

 There is a valid will; 

 There is no more than one property; 

 There are no more than 2 bank or building society accounts; 

 There are no other intangible assets; 

 There are up to four beneficiaries; 

 There are no disputes between beneficiaries on division of assets. If disputes arise this is 

likely to lead to an increase in costs; 

 There is no inheritance tax payable and the executors do not need to submit a full 

account to HMRC; 

 There are no claims made against the estate; 

 There are no income tax returns that need to be submitted to HMRC; 

 We are not appointed as Executors; 

Disbursements included in this fee:  

 Probate application fee of £155.00* 

 £7 Swearing of the oath (per executor) (unless there are Codicils where the fee will be an 

additional £2.00 per Codicil) 

 Bankruptcy - only Land Charges Department searches (£2 per beneficiary) 

 £200 to post in The London Gazette and a Local Newspaper – this protects against 

unexpected claims from unknown creditors. (The cost varies between local newspapers 

and the length of the advert) 

Disbursements are costs which are related to your matter that are payable to third parties, 

such as court fees.  We handle the payment of the disbursements on your behalf to ensure a 

smoother process. 

 

What we will assist you with  

 

 Meeting with the Executors to ascertain the estate; 

 We will seek confirmation of assets and liabilities from various institutions; 

 Draft application for Probate and seek approval from the Executors; 

 Submitting the application to the Probate Registry; 

 Obtaining the Grant; 

 Send the Grant to institutions in order to obtain/transfer the assets; 



 Pay the outstanding liabilities and seek confirmation from HMRC/DWP that no further 

liabilities remain; 

 Distribute the estate. 

Potential additional costs 

 

 If there is no will or the estate consists of any share holdings (stocks and bonds) there is 

likely to be additional costs that could range significantly depending on the estate and 

how it is to be dealt with.  We can give you a more accurate quote once we have more 

information; 

 If unknown assets or foreign assets come to light; 

 If there are more than four beneficiaries; 

 If problems with assets arise, for example property subsidence; 

 If we are required to visit the property; 

 If problems are encountered locating or identifying beneficiaries; 

 If non-residential, commercial property or other business interests are involved;  

 If inheritance tax is payable or/and the executors need to submit a full inheritance tax 

account to HMRC; 

 If any additional copies of the Grant are required, they will cost £0.50 (1 per asset 

usually); 

 Dealing with the sale or transfer of any property in the estate; 

 Dealing with income tax for the final year to date of death; 

 Registering with HMRC as a Complex Estate for income tax purposes; 

 Preparing/submitting income tax returns for each year of the administration period. 

How long will it take? 

The time it takes to obtain a Grant of Probate depends largely upon how quickly the relevant 

asset information can be obtained.  On average, estates that fall within this range are dealt 

with within 4-6 months depending on the sale of any property proceeding to completion. 

Typically, obtaining the Grant of Probate takes 8-10 weeks. Collecting assets then follows, 

which can take between 6-8 weeks. Once this has been done, we can distribute the assets, 

which normally takes 2-4 weeks. 

 

 

 


